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INTRODUCTION. 


Recognizing  the  fact  that  our  own  people  are  not 
familiar  enough  with  the  government  and  principles 
of  the  Christian  Church,  and  that  we  have  often  been 
grossly  and  ignorantly  misrepresented  by  others,  we 
have  undertaken,  at  the  request  of  the  Christian  Mis- 
sionary Association,  to  write  this  little  pamphlet,  set- 
ting forth  in  a  very  brief  way  "  our  government  and 
principles"  as  they  really  are,  and  showing  the  scrip- 
tural foundations  for  our  beliefs.  We  also  give  just  a 
few  historical  statements,  in  order  that  the  causes  that 
led  to  our  organization  may  be  properly  understood  and 
appreciated.  Nothing  sectarian  will  be  found  within 
these  pages  ;  but  at  the  same  time  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  we  write  as  a  member  of  the  Christian 
Church,  and  not  of  any  other  church ;  and  we  ask  the 
same  unprejudiced  consideration  that  others  would  ask 
for  themselves.  We  have  no  war  to  make  upon  any 
other  denomination.  Granting,  as  we  do,  to  all  men 
"the  right  of  private  judgment  and  liberty  of  con- 
science "in  matters  not  essential  to  salvation,  we  re- 
spect the  views  of  other  denominations  as  much  as  we 
do  our  own,  and  stand  ready  to  strike  hands  with  them 
in  every  good  work. 

Emmett  L.  Moffitt. 

Raleigh  .  N.  C, 

August  J.  1897. 


OUR  ORIGIN. 


The  Christian  Church  is  the  resultant  of  three  dis- 
tinct religious  movements,  in  three  distinct  sections  of 
the  United  States,  about  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  and 
the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century.  The  war  of 
the  Revolution  had  been  fought,  and  the  victory  won. 
America  was  forever  free  from  the  yoke  of  British 
tyranny.  And  in  this  political  freedom  every  true 
American  heart  rejoiced.  But  in  the  readjustments  of 
the  closing  century  there  were  a  few  noble-hearted  men 
who  were  not  satisfied  with  mere  political  freedom — 
they  demanded  religious  freedom  as  well. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  tearing  itself 
away  from  the  Episcopal  Church  of  England,  still 
clung  to  an  episcopal  form  of  government  and  to  a 
written  creed.  This  was  distasteful  to  some  of  the  more 
radical  ministers  and  laymen  of  the  church.  For  a 
number  of  years  they  entered  their  protest  against  the 
power  of  the  bishop,  against  having  as  "the  sole  rule 
of  their  conduct  the  doctrine  and  discipline  of  the  Meth- 
odists as  contained  in  the  minutes,"  and  against  their 
prohibition  from  administering  or  receiving  the  Lord's 
Supper,  baptism,  and  ordination  at  the  hands  of  their 
own  ministers;  and  once  or  twice  they  came  near  being 
"ex-communicated "  on  account  of  these  protests.  But 
the  fight  for  greater  religious  liberty  was  on;  and  with 
such  an  earnest,  determined  leader  as  Rev.  James 
O'Kelly,  we  are  not  surprised  at  the  later  developments. 

The  first  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  met  in  Baltimore,  November  1,  1792,  and 
from  that  time  the  Christian  Church  dates  its  origin  as 
a  distinct  organization.  During  the  sitting  of  that  body, 
Rev.  James  O'Kelly,  a  presiding  elder  and  one  of  the 
strongest  and  most  influential  Methodists  of  his  time, 
introduced  a  resolution  providing  that  when  a  minis- 
ter was  not  satisfied  with  the  circuit  to  which  his  Bishop 
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had  appointed  him  he  could  appeal  to  Conference,  and 
if  his  appeal  were  sustained,  the  Bishop  should  give  him 
another  appointment.  After  a  long  and  heated  debate 
the  resolution  was  lost.  The  next  day  O'Kelly  and 
about  thirty  other  ministers  sent  in  their  resignations 
and  withdrew  from  Conference.  Next  year  they  met 
at  Manokin  Town,  N.  C,  and  organized  themselves  into 
a  body,  taking  the  name  of  ''Republican  Methodists." 
not  intending  to  cut  themselves  entirely  loose  from  the 
Methodist  Church.  They  soon  found,  however,  that 
such  a  course  was  impracticable;  and  in  1T94  they  again 
met  in  Conference  at  old  Lebanon  Church,  Surry 
County.  Va..  and  there,  at  the  suggestion  of  Rev.  Rice 
Haggard,  they  decided  henceforth  to  wear  only  the 
name  Christian,  to  take  the  Bible  itself  as  their  only 
creed,  and  to  allow  each  church  to  govern  itself.  And 
thus  in  1794,  the  Christian  church  became  established 
in  the  South. 

This  spirit  of  religious  liberty  did  not  confine  itself  to 
the  South  alone.  About  the  same  time,  a  few  brave- 
hearted  men,  under  the  leadership  of  Rev.  Abner  Jones, 
in  the  New  England  States,  began  to  feel  that  they  did 
not  enjoy  the  religious  liberty  tiiat  they  ought  to  enjoy, 
in  the  Baptist  Church — they  were  not  satisfied  with 
their  predestination,  their  close  communion,  and  their 
sectarian  name;  and  hence  they  left  the  Baptist  Church, 
determined  henceforth  to  wear  only  the  name  Chri&* 
tian,  to  take  the  Bible  as  their  only  creed,  and  to  allow 
each  church  to  govern  itself.  And  thus  in  the  year  1801, 
the  Christian  Church  became  established  in  the  North. 

And  likewise  at  about  the  same  time  in  the  West  we 
find  this  same  spirit  of  religious  freedom  manifesting 
itself.  For  some  time  there  had  been  dissatisfaction  in 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  There  were  those  who  op- 
posed the  doctrine  of  election  and  predestination,  the 
Confession  of  Faith,  and  the  power  exercised  by  the 
Synod;  and  these,  under  the  leadership  of  Rev.  Barton 
W.  Stone,  left  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  at  first  or- 
ganized themselves  into  the Springfield  Presbytery;" 
but  soon  afterward  (in  the  year  1803)  they  wrote  the 
i •  last  will  and  testament"  of  their  il  Presbytery."  ad- 


opted  the  name  Christian,  took  the  Bible  as  their 
only  creed,  and  granted  to  each  local  church  the  right 
to  govern  itself.  And  the  Christian  Church  became  es- 
tablished in  the  West. 

It  is  a  singular  and  suggestive  fact  that  no  one  of 
these  three  branches— from  the  Methodist.  Baptist, 
and  Presbyterian  churches,  in  the  South.  North,  and 
West — knew  anything  of  the  similar  action  of  the 
other  bodies  until  some  years  afterwards.  Finally, 
when  communication  between  the  three  sections  became 
easier,  they  learned  of  the  existence  of  each  other, 
found  that  they  were  standing  upon  exactly  the  same 
principles,  that  their  purposes  were  one  ;  and  then  they 
quickly  united  their  forces  in  a  common  cause. 

Their  progress  was.  at  first,  necessarily  slow,  as  is  the 
case  with  all  reformatory  movements.  Other  denom- 
inations were  already  established,  and  hence  had  the 
power,  wealth,  and  influence  of  the  country  at  their 
command.  Tiiis  gave  our  small,  unorganized,  ill- 
equipped  band  of  faithful  soldiers  whole  armies  of  well 
organized  and  equipped  hosts  to  meet  in  the  battle  for 
religious  liberty.  But  notwithstanding  this  rather  un- 
promising beginning,  we  have  struggled  on  in  our 
efforts  for  what  we  believe  to  be  right  and  for  the  good 
of  humanity.  We  have  had  our  share  of  opposition, 
neglect,  and  derision:  the  darts  of  the  enemy  have  been 
many  and  poisoned  ;  but  "  we  have  striven  to  take 
unto  ourselves  the  whole  armour  of  God,  that  we  may 
be  able  to  withstand  in  the  evil  day.  having  our  loins, 
girt  about  with  truth,  having  on  the  breastplate  of 
righteousness,  and  our  feet  shod  with  the  preparation 
of  the  gospel  of  peace;  and  above  all  taking  the  shield 
of  faith,  wherewith  we  shall  be  able  to  "quench  all 
the  fiery  darts  of  the  wicked,  and  taking  the  helmet  of 
salvation,  and  the  sword  of  the  spirit,  which  is  the 
word  of  God.""  we  have  pressed  forward  with  an  un- 
faltering trust  in  Him  who  guides  the  destinies  of  all 
peoples  ;  and  success  is  crowning  our  efforts. 
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OUR  GOVERNMENT. 

As  previously  stated,  the  last  stroke  that  caused  Rev. 
James  O'Kelly  and  his  followers  to  leave  the  Methodist 
Church  was  when,  in  its  General  Conference,  the  church 
denied  to  them  the  right  of  appeal  from  the  bishop's 
mandates,  in  case  of  dissatisfaction  with  his  appoint- 
ments. Their  withdrawal  evidenced  a  refusal  on  their 
part  to  be  servilely  subject  to  the  will  of  one  man.  It 
was  a  protest  against  the  "  one-man  power"  in  church 
that  our  forefathers  fought  against  in  civil  government. 
It  was  the  idea  of  independence,  rising  above  the  political 
and  reaching  into  the  religious  life  of  the  world.  Others 
were  content  with  freedom  from  political  tyranny  ;  the 
Christians  went  a  step  further,  and  demanded  freedom 
from  ecclesiastical  and  dogmatical  tyranny. 

But,  as  stated  in  the  Preface  to  The  Principles  and 
Government  of  the  Christian  Church:  "Some  form  of 
government  seems  to  be  required,  and  the  independence 
of  the  local  church  seems  to  conform  to  original  usage 
in  the  early  Christian  Church.  Local  self-control,  with 
conferences  and  conventions  for  practical  co-operation 
and  suggestions,  express  the  dominant  idea  of  govern- 
ment in  the  church.  In  this  respect  it  harmonizes  with 
the  civil  government  under  which  we  live,  while  it  ig- 
nores any  connection  between  Church  and  State.  It 
also  leaves  room  for  variety  in  details  without  viola- 
tion of  church  law,  while  it  secures  uniformity  in  the 
essential  features  of  discipline  and  work.  Legal  pro- 
cesses can  never  regenerate  the  heart  nor  create  Chris- 
tian character,  and  hence  the  aim  is  to  have  less  of  law 
and  more  of  love.  We  are  not  '  under  law,  but  under 
grace.'  '* 

The  local  church,  then,  is  allowed  to  legislate  for 
itself,  in  accordance  with  the  teachings  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures;  but  should  stand  ready  to  carry  out  the 
recommendations  of  its  Conference,  which  is  composed 
of  representatives  from  the  local  churches,  and  of  the 
Christian  Convention  composed  of  lay  and  ministerial 
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delegates  elected  by  the  Conferences.  This  much  is  ab- 
solutely necessary  in  order  that  our  work  may  be  har- 
monious and  systematic.  The  minority  should  cheer- 
fully submit  to  the  will  of  the  majority;  and  the  major- 
ity should  use  its  power  in  a  spirit  of  brotherly  love 
under  all  circumstances. 

In  matters  pertaining  to  the  general  interests  of  the 
church,  the  Christian  Convention  directs  the  Confer- 
ences, and  the  Conferences  plan  for  the  churches.  Ours 
is  a  republican  form  of  government ;  and  in  it  every 
man  has  an  equal  voice,  whether  he  be  minister  or  lay- 
man. 

Any  one  desiring  to  enter  the  ministry  in  the  Chris- 
tian Church  must  first  stand  a  satisfactory  examination 
for  licensure 

(1.)  Upon  his  religious  experience,  and  also  in  refer- 
ence to  his  call  to  the  ministry. 

(2.)  Upon  his  knowledge  of  the  principles  and  gov- 
ernment of  the  Christian  Church. 

(3.)  Upon  his  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures,  and  of  the 
leading  doctrines  of  Christianity. 

(4.)  Upon  the  English  branches  of  learning  that  are 
the  fundamentals  of  true  scholarship. 

And  then  he  is  required  to  take  a  prescribed  three 
years'  course  of  literary  and  biblical  study,  and  stand 
an  examination  on  it,  before  he  receives  his  ordination. 
Both  licensure  and  ordination  are  prerogatives  of  the 
Conferences. 

Our  pastors  are  called  by  the  individual  churches,  and 
may  serve  as  long  as  the  churches  desire  them. 

In  short,  the  greatest  liberty  is  granted  to  church  and 
individual;  and  he  who  holds  his  membership  in  the 
Christian  Church  may  be  assured  that  there  is  neither 
"  taxation"  nor  " action"  without  representation. 
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OUR  PRINCIPLES. 

As  a  natural  accompaniment  of  our  liberal  ideas  in 
government,  the  Christian  Church  is  characterized  by 
the  hruad,  liberal  principles  upon  which  it  is  found  L 
We  are  distinguished  from  the  majority  of  other 
churches  by  our  refusal  to  be  bound  by  any  creed,  save 
the  Bible  which  we  believe  to  be  far  superior  to  any 
man-made  formulas,  or  man-deduced  dogmas.  In  order, 
however,  that  an  organization  may  exist  there  must  be 
some  general  principles  as  a  ground-work  of  harmoni- 
ous, unified,  and  systematic  effort.  Realizing  this  fact, 
the  Christians  have  adopted  the  following  five  cardinal 
principles  as  this  ground-work  for  their  organization: 

1.  The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  the  only  Head  of  the 
church. 

2.  The  name  Christian  is  the  only  appellation  needed 
or  received  by  the  cliurch. 

3.  The  Holy  Bible,  or  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and 
New  Testaments,  in  a  sufficient  rule  of  faith  and  practice. 

4.  Christian  character,  or  vital  piety,  is  a  just  and 
should  be  the  only,  test  of  fellowship,  or  of  church  mem- 
bership. 

5.  The  right  of  private  judgment  and  the  liberty  of 
conscience  is  a  right  and  a  privilege  that  should  be  ac- 
corded to  and  exercised  by  all. 

As  is  evident  to  every  one.  these  principles  are 
''general,  rather  than  particular,  yet  comprehensive, 
embracing  all  those  truths,  facts,  and  doctrines  which 
are  indisputably  revealed,  and  allowing  each  individual 
to  form  his  own  opinion  upon  minor  points  according  to 
the  best  light  and  evidence  before  him."  They  are 
merely  comprehensive  statements  as  to  our  acceptance 
of  Christ  and  His  Word.  Unlike  creeds,  they  are 
"  neither  made  tests  of  religion  nor  binding  upon  the 
consciences  of  men,''  and  do  not  set  up  any  "rules  or 
formulas  for  the  right  interpretations  of  Scripture." 

"  But  have  you  any  scriptural  authority  for  such  lib- 
eral ideas  ?  "  some  one  asks.    Let  us  go  to  His  Word  and 
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briefly  examine  it  with  reference  to  each  principle  sep- 
arately. 

[.  The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  the  only  Mead  of 
the  Church. 

We  mean  by  this,  that  as  Christ  is  the  source  of  our 
spiritual  life  and  of  all  life,  as  it  is  from  Him  that  come 
our  lessons  of  truth  and  of  righteousness,  as  it  was  He 
that  established  the  church  and  gave  unto  it  and  to  all 
the  world  "  the  law  and  the  gospel."  it  is  to  Him  and  to 
Him  alone  that  we  are  to  look  for  guidance,  for  leader- 
ship, for  headship  in  the  church.  A  nd  any  one  pretending 
to  be  the  head  thereof,  should  be  regarded  as  "  that  man 
of  sin  and  son  of  perdition,  who  exalteth  himself  above 
all  that  is  called  God."— 2  Thess.  2:3.  4.  See  Col.  1: 18— 
"And  he  is  the  head  of  the  body,  the  church."  And 
Eph.  1:  22,  23 — "  And  hath  put  all  things  under  his  feet, 
and  gave  him  to  be  the  head  over  all  things  to  the 
church,  which  is  his  body,  the  fullness  of  him  that 
filleth  all  in  all."  Christ,  then,  according  to  reason,  as 
well  as  definite  and  unmistakable  Bible  declarations,  is 
the  Head  of  the  church  ;  and  if  He  be  the  Head  there 
can  be  none  other. 

II.  The  name  Christian  is  the  only  appellation 
needed  or  received  by  tf)e  CfyurcY). 

We  are  frequently  censured  for  wearing  the  name 
Christian,  because,  they  say,  "  it  is  a  name  that  belongs 
to  all  Christ's  followers."  True:  And  that  is  why  we 
wear  it,  "  because  it  is  a  name  that  belongs  to  all  Christ's 
followers."  And  we  see  no  reason  why  all  His  follow- 
ers should  not  wear  it.  It  is  not  our  purpose  to  appro- 
priate it  exclusively  to  ourselves— we  would  be  glad 
for  all  the  denominations  to  come  together  under  it, 
and  wear  it  as  we  endeayor  to  wear  it.  to  the  honor  and 
glory  of  Him  who  came  to  earth,  suffered,  bled  and 
died  that  we  might  live,  who  gave  to  us  the  plan  of  sal- 
vation, and  who  is  '"the  head  over  all  things  to  the 
church." 

We  believe  that  the  name  Christian  is  of  divine  ap- 
pointment, having  been  prophesied  by  Isaiah  (chapter 
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62,  verse  2)  when  he  says:  '"And  the  Gentiles  shall  see 
thy  righteousness,  and  all  kings  thy  glory:  and  thou 
shalt  be  called  by  a  new  name,  which  the  mouth  of  the 
Lord  shall  name."'  And  in  Acts  11:  26,  we  see  the  ful- 
fillment of  this  prophesy:  "  And  it  came  to  pass,  that  a 
whole  year  they  assembled  themselves  with  the  church, 
and  taught  much  people.  And  the  disciples  were  called 
Christians  first  in  Antioch."  They  were  called  Chris- 
tians; and  this  is  the  first  and  only  distinctive  name,  ap- 
plied to  the  church  as  an  assembled  and  organized  body, 
that  we  find  recorded  in  the  Bible — and  we  have  found 
no  Bible  authority  for  changing  that  name. 

Eph.  8: 15  speaks  of  Christ  as  Him  "of  whom  the  whole 
family  in  heaven  and  earth  is  named;''  and  all  his  fol- 
lowers were  known  by  that  name  until  the  advent  of 
the  man-made  creed,  about  the  close  of  the  second  cen- 
tury. From  that  time  on  men  have  speculated  and  the- 
orized, and  evolved  creed  after  creed  and  dogma  after 
dogma;  and  as  they  succeeded  in  enforcing  their  ideas, 
their  theological  interpretations,  they  got  followings 
which,  in  many  instances,  have  in  later  years  grown 
into  very  large  sects.  The  longer  men  theorize  and 
speculate  on  these  minor  points  of  belief  the  more  sects 
there  are  in  the  world,  and  the  more  divided  is  the 
church  of  God:  and  each  sect  casts  about  for  a  new 
name  to  distinguish  it  from  those  already  in  existence. 

This  exaggerating  and  emphasizing  of  differences  seems 
to  us  to  tend  to  a  sectarianism  that  many  times  subor- 
dinates the  great  question-of  the  salvation  of  the  world 
to  the  strengthening  of  the  sect.  The  name  Baptist  em- 
phasizes the  fact  that  the  members  of  that  church  be- 
lieve in  baptism — nearly  always  by  immersion.  Meth- 
odist emphasizes  the  idea  of  method,  system  in  church 
work.  Presbyterian  emphasizes  ordination  and  govern- 
ment by  presbyteries.  Episcopalian  emphasizes  its  gov- 
ernment by^  an  episcopacy,  by  bishops.  Lutheran  em- 
phasizes the  fact  that  the  church  was  founded  by 
Luther,  Wesleyan  by  Wesley,  and  so  on  through  the 
whole  catalogue  of  sectarian  names.  They  emphasize 
different  beliefs;  and  it  will  be  noted  that  all  of  these 
are  on  minor  points — none  of  the  ideas  emphasized  have 
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anything  to  do  with  the  salvation  of  a  soul.  The  name 
Christian  can  emphasize  but  one  fact,  and  that  is  that 
the  wearer  of  it  professes  to  be  a  follower  of  Christ — and 
this  is  no  minor  point:  it  is  an  essential  to  salvation. 
Every  man  who  expects  to  be  saved  must  be""  a  follower 
of  Christ,"  and  we  believe  it  but  just,  right,  reasonable, 
and  scriptural  that  we  bear  witness  to  that  fact  even  in 
the  name  we  wear.  If.  however,  others  think  it  best 
that  their  name  bear  witness  to  some  rite,  ceremony, 
feature  in  church  government,  or  to  the  man  who  for- 
mulated their  peculiar  tenets,  we  have  no  war  to  wage 
on  them  for  it.  We  allow  them  to  choose  for  them- 
selves, as  we  have  done. 

Christ  is  the  Head  of  the  church,  our  leader  and 
founder:  it  is  from  Him  that  we  derive  the  very  princi- 
ples of  Christianity.  Christian  is  a  follower  of  Christ — 
need  any  one  desire  a  better  or  a  more  significant  name  ? 

III.  Th>e  holy  Bible,  or  the  Scriptures  of  the 
Old  aQd  New  Testaments,  is  a  sufficierjt  rule  of 
faith  and  practice. 

By  this  we  mean  that  we  accept  the  Bible  just  as  it 
is.  as  affording  us  all  that  is  necessary  for  our  own  sal- 
vation and  for  the  salvation  of  the  world — and  this  is 
what  we  as  a  church  are  striving  after  ;  and  it  is'  the 
professed  end  aimed  at  by  ail  churches.  We  reject 
human  creeds,  "disciplines.'*  "articles  of  faith,"  etc., 
as  being  not  only  useless  as  "  rules  of  faith  and  prac- 
tice," but  as  being  also  harmful.  Until  the  advent  of  the 
man-made  creed,  in  the  second  century,  as  we  have  pre- 
viously stated,  there  was  but  one  church.  "  one  fold  and 
one  shepherd  "  ;  ( 'hrist  was  the  only  Head,  and  we  were 
one  as  He  and  the  Father  were  one.  But  as  soon  as 
men  began  to  try  to  "  improve  on  "  the  Bible  as  a  "  rule 
of  faith  and  practice,"  when  they  added  their  creeds, 
•'their  rules  or  formulas  deduced  by  logic  as  the  right 
interpretations  of  the  Scripture  "  articles  of  faith  writ- 
ten by  men  and  subscribed  to  and  contended  for  by  the 
church,  just  that  soon  the  church  of  God  began  to  be 
divided.  "Ism " after  "ism."  "  schism  "  after  "  schism," 
appeared  to  confuse,  disorganize,  and  divide  the  Chris- 
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tian  world  into  sects — and.  as  a  result,  we  have  in  the 
world  to-day  more  than  two  hundred  church  creeds, 
each  differing  from  every  other,  and  each  claiming  that 
it  is  right  and  that  all  the  others  are  wrong 

According  to  their  own  evidence,  then,  each  one  is 
rejected  by  the  hundred  and  ninety-nine  others  as  being 
the  wrong  aids  to  the  right  '"faith  and  practice."  We 
go  one  step  farther  and  reject  the  whole  two  hundred, 
believing  that  the  Lord  was  in  earnest  when  he  said, 
through  His  servant.  Paul.  i2  Tim.  3:15-17)  that  the 
Bible,  the  Holy  Scriptures,  is  able  to  make  us  "  wise 
unto  salvation  through  faith  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus :  *' 
and  that  all  scripture  is  given  by  inspiration  of  God 
and  is  profitable  for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  for  correc- 
tion, for  instruction  in  righteousness:  That  the  man  of 
God  may  be  perfect,  thoroughly  furnished  unto  all  good 
works."  The  Holy  Scriptures  being  "inspired  of  God."' 
"profitable  for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  for  correction,  for 
instruction  in  righteousness"  thoroughly  furnishing  us 
"  unto  all  good  works."  and  making  us  "  wise  unto  sal- 
vation," we  can  see  no  use  for  a  man-made  creed — except 
to  divide  one  part  of  God's  sa  ved  from  another  part,  and 
to  show  that  one  sect  does  not  believe  just  like  another 
sect,  on  some  minor  points  that  have  nothing  whatever 
to  do  with  the  salvation  of  the  world  for  which  Christ 
suffered  and  died,  and  for  which  He  established  His 
church  here  on  earth. 

And  we  believe  that  David  was  directed  of  the  Spirit 
when  he  said  Ps.  19:  7,  8.  11) :  "  The  law  of  the  Lord  is 
perfect,  converting  the  soul :  the  testimony  of  the  Lord 
is  sure,  making  wise  the  simple.  The  statutes  of  the 
Lord  are  right,  rejoicing  the  heart :  the  commandment 
of  the  Lord  is  pure,  enlightening  the  eyes  .  .  .  Moreover 
by  them  [the  judgments  of  the  Lord]  is  thy  servant 
warned  :  and  in  keeping  of  them  there  is  great  reward." 
The  creed  churches  claim  that  they  believe  this,  too. 
But  how  can  a  creed  improve  upon  a  •"law"  that  is 
already  "perfect?"  How  can  it  be  plainer  than  a  •'tes- 
timony'* that  "makes  wise  the  simple"?  How  can 
it  make  any  better  for  us  "  statutes"  that  are  already 
•  'right  "  ?  And  what  need  to  explain  or  interpret  a  "com- 
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nrandment"  that  of  itself  "enlightens  the  eyes"  ?  In  Rev. 
32:18,  19  we  find  that  the  Lord  was  satisfied  with  His 
Book  as  it  was  written  :  and  we  of  the  Christian  Church 
feel  that  it  is  good  enough  and  plain  enough  for  us. 

"  This  principle,"  as  we  are  told  in  Our  Principles  and 
Government,  ''excludes  destructive  criticism.  It  is  a 
principle  that  includes  the  whole  Bible,  while  it  does 
not  hamper  it  by  any  fixed  or  formulated  interpretation. 
It  is  inclusive  in  the  sense  of  broadest  charity.  It  is  an 
anchor  to  the  Ship  of  Zion  with  chain  enough  to  reach 
the  bottom  of  any  sea  of  thought.  No  storm  can  drive 
the  church  with  such  a  principle  from  her  moorings." 

IV.  Christian  character,  or  vita!  piety,  is  a 
just,  and  should  be  the  only,  test  of  fellowship, 
or  of  church  membership 

We  fellowship  those  who  have  exercised  ,-a  saving- 
faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ."  "He  that  belie veth 
and  is  baptized  shall  be  saved;  but  he  that  believeth  not 
shall  be  damned." — -Mark  1(5:  16.  "  I  am  the  resurrection, 
and  the  life:  he  that  believeth  in  me.  though  lie  were 
dead,  yet  shall  he  live." — John  11:  25.  "  As  many  as  re- 
ceived him,  to  them  he  gave  the  power  to  become  the 
sons  of  God.  even  to  them  that  believe  on  His  name."  — 
John  1:  12.  "  He  that  believeth  on  me  hath  everlasting 
life."— John  6:  47. 

We  fellowship  those  who  accept  His  Word — the  Scrip- 
tures of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments:  and  who  do 
His  will.  "Whoso  keepeth  his  word,  in  him  verily  is 
the  love  of  God  perfected:  hereby  know  we  that  we  are 
in  Him." — 1  John  2:5.  "Not  every  one  that  saith  unto 
me,  Lord,  Lord,  shall  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven, 
but  he  that  doeth  the  will  of  my  Father  which  is  in 
heaven." — Matt.  7:  21.  "  If  a  man  love  me,  he  will  keep 
my  words:  and  my  Father  will  love  him,  and  we  will 
come  unto  him,  and  make  our  abode  with  him." — John 
14:  23.  "  Blessed  are  they  that  do  His  commandments, 
that  they  may  have  right  to  the  tree  of  life,  and  may 
enter  in  through  the  gates  into  the  city." — Rev.  22:  14. 

He,  then,  that  believeth  on  Christ,  keepeth  His  Word, 
and  doeth  His  will  is  born  of  God,  is  an  heir  of  God  and 
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a  joint-heir  with  Christ— is  a  Christian,  and  is  worthy 
of  the  fellowship  of  all  who  are  Christ's  followers.  And 
it  is  such  as  these  that  the  Christian  Church  fellowships, 
We  do  not  require  conformity  to  any  creed,  dogma. 
"  discipline,"  or  articles  of  faith."  We  do  not  ques- 
tion candidates  for  membership  as  to  any  of  the  minor 
doctrines  or  beliefs  that  serve  as  a  basis  for  so  many 
sects,  without  having  any  bearing  on  the  salvation  of  a 
soul.  We  think  the  tests  that  Christ  has  set  in  His 
Word  are  of  themselves  sufficient,  without  applying  the 
little  minor  tests  that  any  man  or  number  of  men.  how- 
ever learned,  may  deduce  from  the  general  principles 
laid  down  for  our  guidance.  All  that  we  ask  the  can- 
didate is  the  following  three  questions: 

(1.)  Have  you  sincerely  and  heartily  repented  of  all 
your  sins?  [See  Luke  13:  3-5;  Acts  17:  80;  and  Acts  26: 
20.] 

(2.)  Do  you  believe  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  the 
Saviour  of  the  world  ?    [See  Matt.  1 :21;  and  John  4:  42.] 

(3.)  Is  it  your  purpose  through  grace  to  live  a  godly 
life  ?    [See  Acts  15:  11;  Eph.  2:  8:  and  Titus  2:12.] 

These  questions  being  answered  affirmatively:  and  the 
church,  upon  being  questioned,  raising  no  objection,  the 
minister  extends  to  the  candidate  the  right  hand  of 
fellowship,  presents  the  Bible  as  his  guide,  delivers  a 
brief  exhortation  and  receives  him  into  full  membership. 

v\  The  right  of  private  judgment  and  the  lib- 
erty of  coQscience  is  a  rigl)t  and  a  privilege  tl)at 
should  be  accorded  to  and  exercised  by  all. 

By  this  the  Christian  Church  means  that  in  all  mat- 
ters pertaining  to  the  Christian  religion,  it  is  the  duty 
of  each  individual  to  take  the  Word  of  God,  study  it 
carefully,  get  all  the  light  he  can  bearing  on  it,  and 
then,  under  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  live  accord- 
ing to  the  dictates  of  his  own  conscience,  thus  enlight- 
ened. They  require  no  compromise  in  faith  or  opinion 
of  any  child  of  God  in  order  to  communion  or  fellow- 
ship," leaving  to  each  one's  own  private  judgment  and 
enlightened  conscience  his  acceptance  or  rejection  of 
all  tliose  minor  points  of  belief  that  have  given  rise  to 
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the  more  than  two  hundred  creed-churches  extant  in  the 
world  to-day. 

We  appeal  to  no  pope,  to  no  school  of  bishops,  to  no 
council,  to  no  convention,  to  no  synod,  to  no  confer- 
ence, to  no  association,  to  no  creed,  to  no  •'discipline,'' 
to  no  "articles  of  faith,"  to  no  man  or  set  of  men,  for 
our  interpretations  of  Scripture  ;  but  to  our  own 
private  judgments,  guided  by  our  own  consciences, 
enlightened  by  our  own  investigations  under  the  di- 
rection and  illumination  of  the  Ifoly  Spirit.  This  we 
regard  as  the  highest  tribunal — the  final  court  of  appeal. 
"  But  in  vain  they  do  worship  me,  teaching  for  doctrines 
the  commandments  of  men." — Matt.  15:9.  "  We  ought 
to  obey  God  rather  than  men." — Acts  5;  29.  "  For  what 
man  knoweth  the  tilings  of  a  man.  save  the  spirit  of  the 
man  which  is  in  him?  even  so  the  things  of  God 
knoweth  no  man,  but  the  Spirit  of  God.  Now  we  have 
received,  not  the  spirit  of  the  world,  but  the  spirit 
which  is  of  God,  that  we  might  know  the  things  that 
are  freely  given  to  us  of  God.  Which  things  also  we 
speak,  not  in  the  words  which  man's  wisdom  teacheth, 
but  which  the  Holy  Ghost  teacheth  ;  comparing  spirit- 
ual things  with  spiritual." — I  Cor.  2:11-13;  "for  the 
Spirit  searcheth  all  things,  yea,  the  deep  things  of  God." 
"  If  any  man  will  do  his  will,  he  shall  know  of  the  doc- 
trine, whether  it  be  of  God." — John  7:  17.  "  When  he 
the  Spirit  of  truth  is  come,  he  will  guide  you  into  all 
truth."— John  16: 13. 

No  man  has  a  right  to  set  up  a  standard  for  us — not 
even  on  "  disputed  points."  To  God  alone  pertains  this 
right— and  this  standard  He  has  given  in  His  blessed 
Word.  "Search  the  Scriptures  ;  for  in  them  ye  think 
ye  have  eternal  life :  and  they  are  they  which  tebtify  of 
me."— John  5:  39.  "  Who  art  thou  that  judgest  another 
man's  servant  ?  to  his  own  master  he  standeth  or  falleth. 
Yea,  he  shall  be  holden  up  :  for  God  is  able  to  make 
him  stand.  One  man  esteemeth  one  day  above  another  : 
another  esteemeth  every  day  alike.  Let  every  man  be 
fully  persuaded  in  his  own  mind  ....  For  it  is  writ- 
ten, as  I  live,  saith  the  Lord,  every  knee  shall  bow  to 
me,  and  every  tongue  shall  confess  to  God.    So  then 


©▼ery  one  of  us  shall  give  an  account  of  himself  to  Grod^ 
— Rom.  14:4.  5.  11,  12. 

"  We  ought  to  obey  God  rather  than  men:*'  for  He 
will  hold  each  one  of  us  individually  responsible  for  his 
®wn  acts  and  beliefs,  and  not  for  the  scrupulousness 
with  which  he  lives  up  to  somebody  else's  ideas.  "  Be- 
loved, believe  not  every  spirit,  but  try  the  spirits 
whether  they  are  of  God:  because  many  false  prophets 
are  gone  out  into  the  world.*' — 1  John  4:  1.  4  "If  ye  con- 
tinue in  my  word,  then  are  ye  my  disciples  indeed:  and 
ye  shall  know  the  truth,  and  the  truth  shall  make  \  ou 
free."— John  8:  31.  32. 


